
44.
Special Resolutions from the 2005 Conference

Under Standing Order 126, special resolutions of the Conference require to be confirmed the following year after appropriate consultation before they can become effective.   For the purpose of consultation, they are either referred to the Methodist Council (unless moved on the Council’s behalf, in which case they are referred to the Law and Polity Committee) or dealt with as provisional legislation under Standing Order 122 and submitted to the Synods and the Law and Polity Committee.  At the Conference of 2005, there were two special resolutions in the second category.  The bodies consulted may approve or disapprove the resolution but may not amend it.

REFERRED TO THE SYNODS OF THE HOME DISTRICTS AND TO THE LAW AND POLITY COMMITTEE

The resolutions referred to the Home Districts and to the Law and Polity Committee under Standing Order 122 were the following:

(a)
The Conference amended the Deed of Union as follows:

38  The Home Work.  (a) The Local Churches in Great Britain, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, Malta and Gibraltar forming part of the Methodist Church shall be formed into Circuits for mutual encouragement and help (especially in meeting their financial obligations) in accordance with directions from time to time made by the Conference, and the Circuits shall be arranged by the Conference in Districts in like manner, but the Conference shall not direct the division or combination of existing Circuits or Districts or the formation of new Circuits or Districts unless and until the Synod or Synods of the District or Districts of which such existing Circuits or proposed new Circuits form or would form parts involved  have been consulted.

(b) The Circuits and Districts formed in accordance with this clause shall be referred to as the ‘home Circuits’ and ‘home Districts’ respectively.

21 Synods approved the resolution.

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

44/1.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in (a) above.

(b)
The Conference amended the Deed of Union as follows:

14
The Representative Session.   

(2)
Membership.  The Conference in its Representative Session shall comprise:


(v)
the Chairman or co-Chairs of each home District; 

42
Chairsmen of Districts.  (a) The Chairman of For each District there shall be either a single Chair or two or more co-Chairs, as determined from time to time by the Conference.  Every Chair or co-Chair shall be a minister and shall upon first appointment as Chairman of such to that the relevant District be elected by the Conference by a clear majority of the votes cast.  If a District has co-Chairs one of them shall be identified by the Conference as Lead Chair, and any reference to a Chair in this Deed or Standing Orders which can by its nature apply only to a single person shall in relation to such a District be construed as a reference to the Lead Chair.  Standing Orders may provide for the appointment by District Synods, and the functions, of deputies for Chairs or co-Chairs, and for the appointment by or on behalf of District Synods of persons to undertake specified duties on behalf of Chairs, co-Chairs or deputies temporarily unable to fulfil them.

(b) The Chairman or Lead Chair of each District shall, be ex officio, the Chairman of preside over the Synod of that District and of the Chair or a co-Chair over all other district meetings having relation to that Synod, when present, save that (i) any Chair, Lead Chair or co-Chair entitled as above to preside may at his or her absolute discretion, without leaving the Synod or any other such meeting, invite another co-Chair, or a deputy or other person appointed under the last sentence of sub-clause (a) above, to preside for a period, and (ii) the President of the Conference, if present, shall have the right to preside at the meetings of the Synod of which he or she is a member. 


(c) The Chairman of each home District elected by the Conference held in any year shall enter upon his or her duties on the first day of September after being elected and continue in office while appointed to that station under clause 20 above; provided that if the Chairman of any such District becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a minister he or she shall be disqualified from being Chairman and shall thereupon vacate office as Chairman and a casual vacancy in the office of Chairman of that District shall be deemed to have arisen; provided further that if any casual vacancy arises in the chairmanship of  a home District, whether under the provisions of this present clause or by death or otherwise, after the end of the Conference it shall be filled by the substitution as Chairman of that District of such other person, being a minister in the active work stationed in the District, as the members of the district Policy Committee choose, being able and willing to act; and it shall be the duty of the President of the Conference, upon receiving notice of any such casual vacancy to convene a meeting of the district Policy Committee over which the President, or an ex-President designated by him or her, shall preside to ascertain their choice, and thereupon to appoint and declare the minister thus chosen to be the Chairman of such District until the entry upon his or her duties of a new Chairman duly elected by the Conference under sub-clause (a) above (whether already so elected when the vacancy arises or to be elected by the next succeeding Conference).  Until the casual vacancy has been so filled the President of the Conference shall act as the Chairman of the District.


(d) In relation to the provisions of sub-clause (c) concerning the incapacity or unfitness of a Chairman:


(i)
any issue whether a Chairman is unfit to act on grounds apt to be the subject of a charge involving his or her standing as a minister shall be determined in accordance with the regulations of the Conference for the time being in force in relation to disciplinary proceedings;


(ii)
any issue whether a Chairman is incapable of acting or unfit to act on any other grounds shall be determined in accordance with regulations from time to time made by the Conference for that purpose;


(iii)
pending determination of any such issue there shall be power to suspend a Chairman from all or any of his or her functions in accordance with the relevant regulations.


(e) In sub-clauses (c) and (d) above “Chair” includes “co-Chair”.
21 Synods approved the resolution.

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

44/2.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in (b) above.
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