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Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools

Culford School; Edgehill College; Farringtons School; Kent College, Canterbury; Kent College, Pembury; Queen’s College, Taunton; Shebbear College; Truro School and Woodhouse Grove School.

The Board has welcomed the Revd Dr Kathleen Richardson as its new chairman.  She has undertaken several visits to schools in the course of the year to introduce herself to staff and pupils.  Dr Richardson has also chaired the group established by her predecessor to work with the governing body at Edgehill College on a way forward for the school which has experienced budget and recruitment difficulties.  The Board is grateful for the interim leadership of this school by Mr Leslie Clark and particularly the way in which he dealt with the aftermath of the serious fire there at the beginning of March.  It is a remarkable testimony to the resilience of the Head, staff and pupils that the educational programme was disrupted for only 24 hours.  

In general the schools continue to flourish with a total roll which is now 5491 pupils, and includes young people from a wide range of backgrounds and nationalities.  Several schools are undertaking or planning significant capital projects; a new science block has been opened at Kent College, Canterbury, a new boarding house has been built at Woodhouse Grove School and there has been a major refurbishment project at Farringtons School.

The Board continues to work with the Methodist Relief & Development Fund on the World AIMS (Action in Methodist Schools) project for Development education.  A conference was held for sixth-formers in the autumn term and a number of overseas visits by students have been undertaken and are being planned.  It is hoped to secure the involvement in the project of the Methodist schools of the Irish Conference when the Secretary of the Board visits them later in the year.  The Board has agreed to the redevelopment of its website so that teaching resources provided by the project can be made available to the Methodist Schools in the maintained sector.

The Board has in mind a number of other initiatives stemming from its current Development Plan.  These included a major extension of its website and the way it is used, a review of the Board’s own effectiveness and a joint schools concert planned to take place at Central Hall, Westminster in March 2007.  

On 1 September 2005 the Board of Management officially adopted the Trust Deed as amended by the Conference in 2003 and its revised Instrument of Government.  Shortly afterwards the necessary formalities at Companies House were completed to enable the incorporation of the nine governing bodies to take place.  

Methodist Independent Schools

Financial Year Ended 31 August 2005

Gross Income from running the schools
£52.5 million

Income from donations, legacies etc.
£450,000

Revenue expenditure on staff pay

and other running costs
£51.3 million

Capital expenditure on new buildings

and equipment
£7.1 million

The total expenditure by these schools

from their own resources on scholarships

and bursaries in the last financial

year amounted to approximately
£4.1 million

***RESOLUTIONS

15/1.
The Conference receives the Report of the Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools.

15/2.
The Conference adopts the summary accounts of the Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools and the Methodist Independent Education Trust.

15/3.
The Conference appoints the following as members of the Board of Management:


i.
the ex-officio members specified in Standing Order 201.


ii.
the Chair of the Board, nominated by the Board:  the Revd Dr Kathleen Richardson. 


iii.
the Co-ordinating Secretary responsible for education affairs. 


v.
one person nominated by the governors of each of the schools held upon the Methodist Independent Education Trust Deed:  Mr David Whitehead (Ashville), Dr Ron McLone (Culford), Dr John Prebble (Edgehill), Miss Margaret Faulkner (Farringtons School), Mr Geoff Connolly (Kent College, Canterbury), Mrs June Darbyshire (Kent College, Pembury), The Revd Audrey Simpson (Kingswood), Mr Robert Lintott (Queen’s College, Taunton), The Revd Philip Barnett (Rydal Penhros), Mr Michael Saltmarsh (Shebbear), Mr John Baxter (Truro) and Mr Roger Davy (Woodhouse Grove).



vii.
Eight persons nominated by the Methodist Council:  Mr John Bamford, The Revd John Carne, Dr Peter Briggs, Mr Mike King, Mr Colin Smith, The Revd Mark Wakelin and Mrs Jennifer Wilson (one vacancy).


viii.
Six other persons: Mr Michael Crosby, Mr Brian Drury, The Revd Dr Paul Glass and Mr Brian Greenwood (two vacancies).

Ashville College

Summer exam results at GCSE included 50% A* and A grades; altogether 95 % of GCSE exams taken were passed at Grade C or above. Three students were placed in the top five in the country in particular subjects.  65% of A Level grades were A and B.

At the start of the year there were 834 pupils in the College of whom 140 were boarding students.  Enquiries continue to remain buoyant, particularly for places in the Sixth Form.  The number of day students wishing to convert to boarding is increasing.

A particular sporting achievement this year has been the qualification for both the U18 National Indoor Hockey Championships and the U18 National Schools Netball Tournament by our senior girls.  In music we have introduced violin lessons in the Pre-prep School, and a senior student has been selected to play in the prestigious National Youth Orchestra. Our drama programme included ‘The Good Woman of Setzuan’ by Bertolt Brecht and ‘The Mikado’ by Gilbert and Sullivan. 

Over 700 students took part in our annual sponsored walk which raised over £20,000 for three charities. Students also supported the Open Arms Infant Home in Malawi by helping to build a new school and restore the church during a visit in the summer holidays.

Refurbishment of all boarding accommodation is well underway and exciting plans for the refurbishment of the Junior School in the Summer 2006 are nearing completion.    

***RESOLUTIONS

15/4.
The Conference receives the Report of Ashville College.

15/5.
The Conference consents to the following amendment being made to the Memorandum of Association and Articles of Ashville College Trustee Limited:

in the third line of Article 4(e) the substitution of “The Secretary of the Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools” in the place of 

“The Co-ordinating Secretary of the Methodist Church with responsibility for educational affairs”.

15/6.
The Conference adopts the renomination by the Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools of Mr D Whitehead as a governor of Ashville College for a period of three years from 1 September 2006.

15/7.
The Conference adopts the nomination by the Board of Management for Methodist Independent Schools of Mr J Hertrich as a governor of Ashville College for a period of three years from 1 September 2006.  

15/8.
The Conference adopts the nomination by the School Governors of Mr A Tennant as a governor of Ashville College for a period of three years from 1 September 2006.

Reasoned Statements

Mr John Hertrich, a Methodist from Selby, North Yorkshire, is a former teacher and long-serving member of Her Majesty's Inspectorate.

Mr Adam Tennant, an Anglican from Harrogate, is currently in practice in the town as a Chartered Accountant. 

Kingswood School

Kingswood was inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate and they have especially praised the way Christian values permeated the school.  They said the school is to be commended for the very good attitudes of the pupils towards learning, the commitment and enthusiasm of its staff, the high quality of pastoral care they provide and the enriching educational experience provided by the extensive extra-curricular activities.  They admired the excellent relationships between staff and pupils and concluded the school was producing confident, articulate and thoughtful young adults.  The governors, headmaster and senior management were praised for providing strong leadership to ensure that the school’s ethos is tolerant, supportive and firmly based on Christian values.  The main concern the inspectors expressed was in relation to the outmoded nature of the school’s Library but Kingswood has fortunately received a legacy from an old boy and this is enabling it to redevelop its Moulton Hall into a new Library which, it is envisaged, will open in September 2006. 

Kingswood’s promotion of greater ecological awareness has led to its being singled out locally as a model for other schools to follow.  This latest development has run alongside the school’s continued support for charities, both local and worldwide (with, for example, another pupil programme to support work in Malawi planned for the summer of 2006), and its long-standing promotion of the Model United Nations.  A new development has been the prep school’s creation of an annual International Day to celebrate cultural differences (with the help of some of our international students as well as outside speakers). 

***RESOLUTIONS

15/9.
The Conference receives the Report of Kingswood School.

15/10.
The Conference adopts the renomination by the School Governors of Mr J Forbes as a governor of Kingswood School for a  period of three years from 1 June 2006.

15/11.
The Conference adopts the nomination by the School Governors of Mr R Saul and Mr P Stewart Morgan as governors of Kingswood School for a period of three years from 1 June 2006.  

Reasoned Statements 

Mr Roger Saul is a former pupil of the school and a past president of the Kingswood Association.  Previously in the fashion business, he is now a farmer and hotelier.
Mr Paddy Stewart-Morgan, from Bath, having retired as a partner from Cluttons, now works as a property consultant. 

Rydal Penrhos School
During the summer of 2005, more teaching staff attended International Baccalaureate workshops in Bratislava.

Boarding numbers have increased further and in September 2005 there were 185 on roll.

Large scale refurbishment of buildings took place during the summer to create additional boarding space to keep up with the demand.

The overall roll rose to 445, compared with 395 two years ago.

***RESOLUTIONS

15/12.
The Conference receives the Report of Rydal Penrhos School.

15/13.
The Conference consents to the following amendment being made to the Scheme for Rydal Penrhos.

Clause 4 (2) Ex-officio Governors

Delete “(i) The Co-ordinating Secretary with responsibility for educational affairs (or such other person as may be designated by the Methodist Council)”.

15/14.
The Conference adopts the renomination by the School Governors of Mr A Johnson and Mrs B Watson as governors of Rydal Penrhos School for a period of three years from 1 June 2006.
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