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As at August 2005 there were 900 ministerial tenants in Society, Auxiliary Fund and Management Trustee properties. 

In the year under review 80 ministers and five deacons were permitted by the Conference to become supernumeraries   Of these 29 were accepted by the Society to be housed.  In addition, five ministers retiring on health grounds and four with special circumstances were provided with accommodation.  Fourteen tenants transferred to properties more suitable for their requirements.
During the year, eight existing Society properties were refurbished and allocated to new and transferring ministerial applicants.  53 properties were purchased and 40 properties that had become surplus to requirements were sold. 

Six of the 53 properties were purchased for retired ministers moving from Seafield House, a property owned by the Auxiliary Fund of the Methodist Church.  The Auxiliary Fund provided the funding for the six properties and the Society took on the ownership and ongoing responsibilities. The six former Auxiliary tenants became tenants of the Society.

Two of the 53 were properties in the ownership of the Timperley Trust, which were also purchased by the Society.  These properties were already occupied by retired Methodist ministers who became tenants of the Society.
The Society’s charitable rules state that we house retired ministers, deacons and their widow(er)s upon terms appropriate to their means.  Applicants with less than £50,000 are not expected to contribute towards the cost of their home whilst those with in excess of this amount are expected to contribute through our shared equity scheme – 37 applicants made equity contributions in 2005.   Ministers with over £200,000 are expected to provide their own housing. The maximum contribution of the Society towards a property in 2005/6 is £160,000.  These figures are reviewed annually and take account of the average house price statistics.  

Highlights of the year have included:

Repairs Service – a contractor has been appointed to undertake the maintenance of more than 300 properties in the north of England and Scotland.  Tenants no longer have to find a contractor to do the work and the Society is able to control costs, as many of the items ordered are subject to a contractually agreed schedule of rate price.  This will be evaluated over the next twelve months before any decisions are taken on appointing contractors for the remainder of the Society’s properties.

Refurbishment of kitchens and bathrooms – following last year’s decision to adopt the Decent Homes Standard, a programme has been put in place for the refurbishment of kitchens and bathrooms.  

Tenants’ Questionnaire – in October 2005 tenants were asked for feedback on the property and the service they receive from the Society.  70% of tenants responded and of those 99% expressed satisfaction with their property and 94% stated that the property was in either a very good or fairly good condition.  

Visits to Tenants – these have continued to play a key role in the Society’s work.  In 2004-05, 182 tenants were visited by staff who not only obtained information about the property but established a more personal relationship with tenants, many of whom live a long way from the London office.

Despite predictions that a slump in the housing market was imminent the cost of properties has continued to rise.  The number of ministers retiring who have applied to the Society has remained constant.  This has put pressure on the Society’s finances and the financial and prayerful support of the Methodist family is therefore greatly appreciated by all those involved in the Society.  

***RESOLUTIONS

24/1.
The Conference receives the Report.

24/2.
The Conference resolves to remove the name of Mrs E Beard from the membership of the Society.  Mrs Beard resigned her membership after sixteen years and her commitment to the Society throughout that period is greatly appreciated.
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