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A
GENERAL

1 In addition to the matters dealt with in the resolutions contained in this report, the committee has advised on matters referred to it by the Methodist Council and other committees and individuals.

2 The committee has considered the Special Resolutions which were referred to the Law and Polity Committee by the Conference of 2005 and has approved the Resolutions as reported on page 368 of the Agenda.

3 The committee is charged under Standing Orders with the scrutiny of all new legislation which it is proposed to bring to the Conference in order to ensure its coherence with existing usage.  Various members of the committee undertake this task and have commented upon all the proposals submitted to the committee by the Methodist Council and various other bodies.

4 In consultation with the Stationing Committee, the committee has prepared a report and proposed amendments to Standing Orders regarding the curtailment of appointments.  This appears as Section C of this Report.
5 The Conference in 2003 and 2004 by Special Resolution amended paragraph 16 of the Model Trusts, as applying in England and Wales, by deleting “and” at the end of (l), replacing the stop at the end of (m) by “; and” and adding  ‘(o)  apply income in paying premiums on a policy or policies of insurance to indemnify the managing trustees (or any of them) against personal liability for acts or omissions affecting the property, provided that this power may not be exercised unless every such policy excludes cover in respect of (i) fines, (ii) the costs of unsuccessfully defending criminal prosecutions for offences arising out of the fraud or dishonesty or wilful or reckless misconduct of any 


managing trustee, (iii) liabilities which result from conduct which the relevant trustee knew, or must be assumed to have known, was a breach of trust or of duty or as to which that trustee was reckless about whether or not it was such a breach, and (iv) any liability to account where the relevant trustee has received a benefit.’  Pending the outcome of negotiations with the Charity Commission, the Conference of 2005 resolved that this amendment should not take immediate effect.  Those negotiations are now complete and trustees will be able to make use of the new provision from 1st July 2006.  
6 The committee has appointed the Law and Polity Conference Sub-committee under Standing Order 338(6) as follows: The Secretary of the Conference, The Revds James A Booth, Jennifer M Dyer, Ken Howcroft, Mr James Cruddas, Mrs Susan Howdle, Miss Elizabeth Ovey, Mr David S Walton and The Revd David Gamble (convener).

***RESOLUTION

42/1.
The Conference adopts the General Report.

B
MINOR AMENDMENTS TO CPD

As usual the committee submits a list of corrections to Constitutional Practice and Discipline consequent upon decisions already taken by the Conference or to remedy minor errors and omissions.

***RESOLUTION

42/2.
The Conference, by way of ratification of corrections already printed in The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church, makes the following amendments:

S.O.320(1)(i) [in the form adopted by the 2005 Conference] add ‘and’ at end of sub-clause.

In S.O.562(2)(iv), S.O.1030(13), (33) and (34), replace ‘Local Preachers Mutual Aid Association’ with ‘Leaders of Worship and Preachers Trust’

C
CURTAILMENT

1.
In its report to the Conference of 2005 the committee proposed a substantial revision of the Standing Orders concerning the bringing to an end of the service of a minister, deacon or probationer in a particular station before the end of the period for which, by the giving and acceptance of an invitation or some corresponding process, it was expected to continue.  The principal amendments were to Standing Order 544, which chiefly concerns circuit invitations, but some other categories of appointment were also dealt with.

2.
Two appointments, however, have not hitherto been the subject of provisions covering this situation, known in Methodist terminology as curtailment, namely those of the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order and of the Chair of a District.  The Methodist Council has asked the committee to consider the extension of S.O. 544, or its equivalent, to these cases.

3.
The committee has also taken the opportunity of responding to some helpful comments on the practical operation of last year's new provisions.

4.
There is, finally, a need for some further bringing up to date of S.O. 316, which deals with the curtailment of a number of connexional appointments.

5.
As to Chairs and the Warden, the first question is who is to perform the functions which in S.O. 544 are those of the Invitation Committee.  Our proposal in relation to Chairs is that it be the district nomination panel under S.O. 421A(2), which is already appointed annually, despite the fact that the full committee is constituted only when specified in S.O. 421A(1).  In the case of the Warden the only standing body, smaller than the Convocation or Diaconal Session of Conference, already constituted by Standing Orders is the pastoral committee (753(3)), but that is not felt by the Diaconal Order to be a suitable body to carry out these new functions.  However, we understand that it was already intended to set up a Nominations Committee, appointed by Convocation, so our proposal is that such a committee be provided for in Standing Orders and be given appropriate functions in relation to curtailment.

6.
In terms of drafting there is an issue whether, in either case or both, (i) to set out a procedure substantially in full, as is done for connexional appointments in S.O. 316, or (ii) simply to adopt S.O. 544 with modifications.  Since we believe that the procedure in these cases can and should follow as closely as possible that in S.O.544 we have followed the latter course. 

7.
On that basis the required modifications are, we believe, few and for the most part fairly obvious. The committee suggests that the President is the appropriate officer in S.O. 544(5) and (11).  There is a perhaps slightly more difficult issue about whether S.O. 544(3) should apply as it stands, or as to certain items only, or not at all.  It has been left unaltered, on the basis that although some of the items may arise only rarely, if at all, in the case of a Chair or the Warden, the provisions of the clause should apply if they do.

8.
It must be remembered that just as S.O. 544 itself is primarily about invitations, not stationing, so these new proposals are about periods of “appointment” in a specialised sense, and equally rely on the ultimate freedom of the Conference to station annually, reserved by S.O.s 423B(5) and 754(1C).  The latter is embedded between S.O. 754(1A) and our new S.O. 754(1D), so it is unlikely to be missed, but S.O. 423B(5) is more remote, so an editorial note referring to it from a suitable place in S.O. 421 would be helpful. 

9.
Turning to points coming to the attention of the committee as a result of practical experience in operating the new S.O. 544: 


(a)
It has been suggested that some persons involved may have difficulty in understanding how they may “make representation to the Stationing Committee” under clause (9).  The committee suggests that an editorial note referring to S.O. 322, and stating that any representations to the Stationing Committee should be submitted to the Secretary of the Conference as its convener, would meet any need of that kind.


(b)
A question has been raised whether there should be reference to the possibility of someone's accompanying the minister or other person concerned.  That assumes that he or she will always appear before the curtailment committee.  The Standing Order does not require that that be so. The committee has full power to regulate its own procedure (544(10)(b)).  We believe that advice to committees on how to conduct their investigation is better left to informal guidance than incorporated in CPD. 


(c)
It has been suggested that sometimes there is a need for power to require a person contesting a curtailment request not to perform certain functions.  There is already a general power of suspension in S.O. 013, which can be total or partial (S.O. 013(3)).  The committee believes that the curtailment Standing Orders should not create a separate power, but is giving attention to a revision of S.O. 013, and in particular to the question whether the present criteria for its application are too narrow.  That has been prompted both by the concern expressed in the present context and also by the experience of a Pastoral Committee set up under S.O. 013(5). 


(d)
It appears that some Circuit Meetings may be appointing Invitation Committees with an eye only, or chiefly, to ensuring adequate representation of the churches likely to be affected by possible staff changes arising in the ordinary rotation of invitations, without regard to the need to ensure that the committee is sufficiently representative of the whole Circuit to carry the necessary authority if required to act under S.O. 544.  The committee suggests that there be a suitable editorial note to S.O. 541(1).

10.
The opportunity has also been taken to consider the provisions in S.O. 316 relating to connexional appointments.


(a)
As a result of recent changes in the Standing Orders providing for how appointments are made to certain bodies such as NCH, there is now no need to make provision in S.O. 316 for the curtailment of those appointments, and their deletion is proposed.  


(b)
Because this Standing Order has developed in such a way as to cover, on the one hand, certain ministerial and diaconal appointments to stations and, on the other, ‘voluntary’ appointments to certain, mainly lay, connexional offices (such as the Chair of the Stationing Committee), there is a need to clarify the operation of the provisions in these two different situations. 


(c)
Elsewhere in the agenda, Standing Order amendments are proposed to implement the changes in relation to the Methodist Council approved by the Conference of 2005.  They include the provision in S.O. 210(1) for the council to be chaired by somebody appointed to that office (instead of the current President and Vice-President).   It is thought appropriate that, as in the case of the Chair of the Stationing Committee, S.O. 316 should apply if such an appointment were ever to require curtailment, and the proposed provision for such an event is included in the changes set out below.

11.
The committee therefore proposes the amendments to Standing Orders set out in Annex 2 below.

Annex 1: Existing text of Standing Order 544

544
Curtailment. (1)(a) Subject to sub-clauses (b) and (c) of this clause and to clause (2) below this Standing Order applies when: 


(i)
the circuit Invitation Committee, after consulting the church stewards of the Local Churches in which the person concerned exercises pastoral responsibility, wishes the current period of invitation or deemed invitation to the Circuit (whether the initial period or an extension) of a minister, deacon or probationer to be curtailed; or


(ii)
subject to clause (3) below, a minister, deacon or probationer wishes his or her current period of invitation or deemed invitation to the Circuit (whether the initial period or an extension) to be curtailed; or


(iii)
a team convened from a district Complaints Panel under Standing Order 022B considers that the question whether such a period shall be curtailed should be examined.


(b) References in this Standing Order to periods of invitation or deemed invitation apply also, in the case of deacons or diaconal probationers, to their initial period or deemed period of appointment.


(c) References in this Standing Order to probationers apply only to curtailments which would take effect after the end of their period of probation.


(2) If the circuit Invitation Committee and the minister, deacon or probationer concerned agree, whether before or after the procedure prescribed by clauses (6) to (11) below has begun, that such a period shall be curtailed by one or more years then their agreement shall have effect and this Standing Order shall not apply, or shall cease to apply, as the case may be.


(3) This Standing Order does not apply by virtue of clause (1)(ii) above if the possibility of curtailment arises because the person concerned is being considered for an appointment to the connexional Team, or for some other appointment by the Conference for which the Methodist Council is required to submit a nomination, or as a district Chair, or has been requested by the Stationing Committee or any sub-committee or group acting on its behalf to accept a change of station, or has applied to the Stationing Advisory Committee under Standing Order 323(2)(iv), or is being encouraged by that committee to apply under Standing Order 323(2)(i).


(4) In each group of Districts designated by the General Secretary for this purpose there shall be established and maintained a panel of ministers, deacons and lay members fit to serve on committees acting under clauses (6) to (11) below. Appointments to such panels shall be made by the Synods of the constituent Districts.


(5) When this Standing Order applies the person or persons raising the matter under clause (1) above shall so inform the Chair of the District and, if a deacon or diaconal probationer is involved, the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order. The Chair, or the Chair and the Warden jointly, as the case may be, shall then request the Chair of another District in the same group to appoint a committee to consider the case unless, in a case arising under clause (1)(i) or (ii) above, they are able without undue delay to achieve agreement between the parties.


(6) The Chair so requested shall appoint a committee consisting, subject to clause (7) below, of a chair and six other persons. The chair shall be the appointor or another Chair or Lay Stationing Representative of one of the Districts in the group, not being the Chair of the District containing the relevant Circuit. The other appointees shall be chosen from the members of the relevant panel constituted under clause (4) above and shall consist of three lay members and (if the case concerns a minister or ministerial probationer) two ministers and one deacon or, (if it concerns a deacon or diaconal probationer) two deacons and one minister.


(7) In the case of a minister, deacon or probationer of another conference or of an overseas church whose appointment has been negotiated with that conference or church, the committee shall also include a member of the connexional team, being if possible the person responsible for such appointments.


(8)(a)  Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Standing Order no person shall act as the appointing Chair under clause (6) above or as a member of the committee constituted in accordance with clauses (6) and (7) above who:


(i)
is a member, or stationed, in the Circuit in question; or


(ii)
in a case arising under clause (1)(iii) above is or has at any material time been the convener of the relevant district Complaints Panel or a member of the relevant team; or


(iii)
has any personal interest in the outcome; or


(iv)
has received in confidence information relevant to the issues; or


(v)
by reason of close friendship or relationship with a person involved in any of the above ways, or for any other reason, might or might reasonably be supposed to be open to partiality or embarrassment in carrying out his or her responsibilities under this Standing Order..


(b) The appointing Chair shall promptly inform the persons concerned of the names of the persons appointed to the committee, so that they may inform him or her of any objection under sub-clause (a) above.


(9) The committee shall investigate the question whether the relevant invitation or deemed invitation should be curtailed and make a recommendation to the Stationing Committee. The circuit Invitation Committee or the minister, deacon or probationer involved, if dissatisfied with the recommendation, may make representations to the Stationing Committee, but there shall be no other appeal against the committee’s conclusions.  The committee may in addition refer the case to a district Consultative Committee under Standing Order 040.


(10)(a) In its investigation the committee shall give the circuit Invitation Committee and the minister, deacon or probationer involved the opportunity of making representations and of knowing the substance of, and dealing with, any representations or other material before the committee adverse to their case. The committee shall not, in the course of its deliberations, take into account any point which the party affected has not had an opportunity of meeting.


(b) Subject to sub-clause (a) above the committee shall determine its own procedure.


(11) The chair of the committee shall forthwith inform the Chair of the District containing the relevant Circuit and, if the person concerned is a deacon or a diaconal probationer, the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order, of its recommendation. The Chair or Warden, as appropriate, shall inform the minister, deacon or probationer involved, and the Chair shall inform the circuit Invitation Committee, which shall be responsible for ensuring that the nature and effect of the recommendation are adequately known and understood by the members of the Circuit.

Annex 2: Amendments to Standing Orders

(1)  Amend Standing Order 316 as follows:


(1)
This Standing Order shall apply whenever it is desired on either side to curtail the period of an appointment of 


(i)
a minister or deacon to a station made under Standing Order 116A, 213(1)(i), 311, 313 or 315; or 322(1A) or 


(ii)
a person to an office under Standing Order 210(1)(i), 213(1)(i), 311 or 322(1A), 

and the person appointed and the body designated in the relevant Standing Orders as being responsible for making, recommending or nominating to the appointment are unable to agree, or when a team convened from a district Complaints Panel under Standing Order 022B considers that the question whether such an appointment should be curtailed should be examined.  When requested to do so by the person appointed or by the officer specified in clause (2)(a) below or by a team so convened the President shall appoint a curtailment committee to consider the matter. The committee shall consist of the President or his or her representative, who shall preside, and six other members of the Methodist Council or, where the matter relates to an appointment under Standing Order 210(1)(i), six members of the Strategy and Resources Committee who are not members of the council.  The committee’s judgment shall be reported to the body responsible for the appointment and as further required in clause (3) below.


(1A)
Clause (8) of Standing Order 544 shall apply to the constitution of the curtailment committee appointed under clause (1) above, and clause (10) of that Standing Order to its procedure, in each case with any necessary adaptations.


(2)(a)
The officer referred to in clause (1) above shall be:


(i)
in the case of the assistant secretary of the Conference or a Co-ordinating Secretary, the Secretary;


(ii)
in the case of a Co-ordinating Secretary or the connexional Treasurer, the chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee of the Methodist Council;


(iii)
in the case of NCH or MHA Care Group, the chair of the responsible body specified in sub-clause (b) below; in the case of the chair of the Methodist Council or chair of the Stationing Committee, the Secretary;


(iv)
in the case of a principal or tutor of the United College of the Ascension, the chair of the Council of Management of the College;


(ivA)
in the case of the chair or an appointed member of the Strategy and Resources Committee of the Methodist Council, the Vice-President of the Conference; 


(v)
in all other cases, the Co-ordinating Secretary responsible for the oversight of the appointee.


(b)
The responsible body referred to in clause (1) and sub-clause (a) above shall be:


(i)
in the case of NCH,  the board;


(ii)
in the case of MHA Care Group, the board;


(iii)
in the case of a principal of the United College of the Ascension, the Council of Management;


(iv)
in all other cases, the Methodist Council.


(3)
In the case of a minister or deacon appointed to a station, tThe judgment of the responsible body curtailment committee shall be reported to the Stationing Committee, and in the case of a diaconal appointment also to the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order.  In the case of such an appointment under Standing Order 116A, 213(1)(i), 311 or 313 a report shall also be made by the curtailment committee in appropriate terms to the Conference. In the case of an appointment under Standing Order 210(1)(i), 213(1)(i), 311 or 322(1A) a report shall be made by the committee in appropriate terms to the Conference and the Conference shall have power to curtail any such appointment under Standing Order 213(1)(i) or 311 if and to the extent that the report so recommends.

(2)  In Standing Order 421, as to the term of appointment of the Chair of a District, add as clause (3): 

(3)
The provisions as to curtailment in Standing Order 544 shall apply to the period of appointment of a Chair as they apply to the period of invitation of a minister, reading “District” for “Circuit” where appropriate, and with the following further adaptations:


(i)
The functions of the circuit Invitation Committee shall be exercised by the panel constituted under Standing Order 421A(2).


(ii)
The functions of the Chair of the District under clauses (5) and (11) of Standing Order 544 shall be exercised by the President.


(iii)
The committee appointed under clause (6) shall not include the Lay Stationing Representative of the relevant District.


(iv)
Provisions which can have no application shall be ignored, including (without necessarily being exhaustive) those relating to church stewards, deacons or presbyteral or diaconal probationers and the last sentence of clause (9).

(3)  In Standing Order 754, as to the appointment of the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order, insert as clause (1D):

(1D)  The provisions as to curtailment in Standing Order 544 shall apply to the period of appointment of the Warden as they apply to the period of invitation of a minister, with the following adaptations:


(i)
The functions of the circuit Invitation Committee shall be exercised by a Nominations Committee appointed annually by the Convocation, which in addition to its responsibilities under this clause shall exercise such functions in relation to the nomination of officers of the Order as the Convocation may prescribe.


(ii)
The functions of the Chair of the District and the Warden under clauses (5) and (11) of Standing Order 544 shall be exercised by the President.


(iii)
References to the relevant Circuit shall be read as applying, in clauses (1)(a), (6) and (8)(a)(i), to the Methodist Diaconal Order Centre, and in clause (11) to the Convocation of the Order.


(iv)
Provisions which can have no application shall be ignored, including (without necessarily being exhaustive) those relating to church stewards or probationers and the last sentence of clause (9).

***RESOLUTIONS

42/3.
The Conference adopts the report.

42/4.
The Conference amends Standing Orders as set out in Annex 2 above.
D
THE NEW ROOM

One issue has arisen in the governance scrutiny process in respect of the New Room, Bristol which requires action by the Conference. The list of Trustees of the New Room includes the President and the Vice-President of the Conference. Such ex-officio members have been removed from many other bodies. It is not good governance practice to have trustees who serve only for a single year and cannot reasonably be expected to give attention to their responsibilities as such. The New Room Trustees have also indicated that in practice the President and the Vice-President very rarely attend meetings.  The New Room Trustees have agreed that the President and the Vice-President of the Conference should cease to be Trustees. The Methodist Council concurs and therefore brings the following amendment to Standing Order 220 to achieve that:

***RESOLUTION

42/5.
The Conference amends Standing Order 220(2) as follows:

(i) the President and Vice-President of the Conference; 

E
CHAIRING CIRCUIT AND CHURCH MEETINGS

The provisions of Standing Order 502 apply, by virtue of clause (1)(a), to the chairing of all official meetings in Circuits and Local Churches.  The Conference of 2005 amended sub-clause (1)(b) to provide that the Superintendent shall annually appoint deputies with the right to preside in certain circumstances over Circuit Meetings or Church Councils.  A new sub-clause (1)(g) provided that where a diaconal or lay deputy presides under that power a minister appointed to the Circuit (or in some circumstances a minister or ministerial probationer exercising pastoral responsibility) “shall be present”.

The words quoted may give rise to difficulty in three ways.  They impose a duty without specifying on whom it lies. They do not allow for the possibility that compliance may be impossible by reason of lack of any qualifying persons or their unavailability because of illness, sabbaticals or other reasons.  They do not make it clear whether or not the requirement amounts to a condition such that without compliance there can be no valid meeting.

The committee brings amendments to address these points.

***RESOLUTION

42/6.
The Conference amends Standing Order 502(1) as follows:

502
Chairing and Notice of Meetings.  (1)(a)  ....

.....

(g) Where a diaconal or lay deputy appointed in writing by the Superintendent presides at an official meeting within (a) above the Superintendent shall ensure that:


(i)
if the meeting is a Circuit Meeting, a minister appointed to the Circuit shall be is present, whether or not the meeting is dealing with the transaction of business as managing trustees; 


(ii)
if the meeting is a Church Council, a minister appointed to the Circuit shall be is present when it is dealing with the transaction of business as managing trustees, and a minister or ministerial probationer exercising pastoral responsibility in the Circuit shall be is present when it is dealing with the transaction of other business;

unless, in either event, no such person is available.

(h) Failure to comply with (g) above shall not invalidate the meeting or any decision taken at it. 

F
CHAIRING A DISTRICT

The committee’s report to the Conference of 2005 included in section H proposals for amendments to the Deed of Union to authorise the existence of co‑Chairs and deputies and to provide a broad framework within which Standing Orders could make more detailed provision.  Those amendments are returning to the Conference of 2006 for confirmation and are to be found elsewhere in the Agenda.

In the meantime, as was envisaged in the committee’s earlier report, consultation has taken place on the appointment of deputies strictly so called for Chairs and co-Chairs, and on the appointment of persons to undertake specified duties on behalf of Chairs, co-Chairs or deputies who are temporarily unable to fulfil those duties.  The view which has found general acceptance is that in addition to such formal appointments of deputies, there is scope for a further category of assistants, appointed by Chairs or co-Chairs, whose duties may be more flexible.  Where, however, such an assistant is to have a public role, the Synod or district Policy Committee is to approve the appointment, as would be the case if a person were appointed to undertake specified duties on behalf of a Chair or co-Chair.

The effect of including wider powers to appoint a deputy Chair has been that the specific provisions in that respect contained in Section 48A (Districts with Modified Constitutions) are no longer required and it is therefore proposed to delete them.

The committee has been asked to prepare Standing Orders to give effect to those proposals and its draft follows.

***RESOLUTIONS

42/7.
The Conference adopts the report.

42/8.
The Conference amends Standing Orders as follows:

“426
Permanent Deputies, Temporary Deputies and Assistants.  


(1)  The Synod may appoint a person to the office of deputy to the Chair or a co-Chair.

(2)  Any appointment made under clause (1) above shall comply with the following requirements: 


(i)
the appointment shall be on terms that the deputy is to perform the duties specified in a description of the deputy’s role which has been approved by the Synod;


(ii)
the person appointed shall be a minister in the active work who is stationed in the District;


(iii)
the appointment shall be for a specified period not exceeding three years in the first instance (but capable of extension for a further period or periods each of which shall not exceed three years) and upon terms that it shall terminate if the person appointed ceases to be qualified under (ii) above;


(iv)
the duties to be performed by the deputy shall not include duties expressly required to be performed by the Chair or a co‑Chair by any provision of the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union or the Model Trusts.


(3)  The Synod may appoint more than one person to hold office as a deputy at the same time, but each appointment shall comply with the requirements set out in clause (2).


(1)(4)  If the Chair of the District, a co-Chair of the District or a deputy appointed under the preceding clauses of this Standing Order is temporarily unable to fulfil all or any of the duties of the office because of accident, illness, absence from the country, sabbatical leave or other cause, the Synod or the district Policy Committee, or in cases of emergency the President, may appoint a deputy person, being a minister in the active work stationed in the District, with authority to fulful such of those duties which the Chair, co-Chair or deputy is unable to perform as may be specified in the appointment.  An appointment made by the President shall continue only until such time as the Synod or district Policy Committee is able to confirm the appointment or to appoint another person under the provisions of this clause.

(5)  A Chair or co-Chair may at any time appoint a person to assist him or her in such way as he or she may think fit.   


(6)  Unless the assistance is purely clerical or administrative, any appointment made under clause (5) above shall comply with the following requirements: 


(i)
the person appointed shall reside in the District for the purposes of the stations or shall be a member in the District and the terms of appointment shall provide for it to terminate if this requirement ceases to be satisfied;


(ii)
if the person appointed is to act publicly on behalf of the Chair or co-Chair, the appointment shall not take effect until it has been approved by the Synod or the district Policy Committee;

(iii)
the duties to be performed by the person appointed shall not include duties expressly required to be performed by the Chair or a co‑Chair by any provision of the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union or the Model Trusts.


(2)(7)  Nothing in this Standing Order infringes upon the provisions in the Deed of Union for filling casual vacancies.

48A5
Further provisions relating to modified constitutions.

…


(6)  Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Section, a modified constitution may make such provisions as the Synod approves with regard to:


(i)
the number, functions, powers, duties and relationship to the Chair of any deputy Chair or Chairs

…


(7)  If a modified constitution provides that the office of a deputy Chair shall be a District appointment, the provisions of Section 42 shall apply to any appointment of such a deputy Chair as if a Chair were to be appointed and the constitution shall specify the extent to which that deputy Chair is authorised to act on the Chair’s behalf for any purpose of Standing Orders, but nothing in this Section shall authorise a deputy Chair to act on the Chair’s behalf in the exercise of any function, power or duty given to the Chair by a provision of the overriding legislation (as defined in Standing Order 48A4(1) above.”

G
CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER CONFERENCE AND CHURCHES

By an amendment of the Deed of Union confirmed at the Conference of 2005, provision was made for two of the representatives of other autonomous Methodist Conferences or Churches or united churches, who would otherwise serve as associate members of the Conference, to be appointed to serve as full members of the Conference.  It has now become clear that a consequential amendment to clauses 15 and 15A is necessary in relation to their membership of the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions respectively.  At the same time opportunity is being taken to amend clause 14(4)(d) to express more flexibly the arrangements for making such appointments.  

***RESOLUTION

42/9.
The Conference amends the Deed of Union as follows: 

clause 14(4)

(d)  The Methodist Council shall appoint Provision shall be made by Standing Orders for the appointment annually as members of the Conference, from among those appointed as associate members by or on behalf of other autonomous Conferences, by other Methodist Churches or by united churches in which Methodists have joined, of two persons who shall thereupon cease to be associate members.

[The Standing Order provision for the exercise of the clause 14(4) power by the Methodist Council will be brought to the 2007 Conference to come into effect if the above amendment is confirmed]

clause 15

(a)  The Conference in its Ministerial Session shall consist:


(i)
of all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are ministers, including those who are appointed under clause 14(3) or 14(4)(d); and …

clause 15A

(a)  The Conference in its Diaconal Session shall consist of


…(ii)
all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are deacons, including any persons ordained to the office and ministry of a deacon who are appointed under clause 14(3) or 14(4)(d); 
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