
60.
Diaconal Order General Report

The membership of the Order is currently 119 ordained deacons in the active work, ten probationers, eight students, six ordinands and 110 supernumeraries.  Seven candidates are being recommended for acceptance for pre-ordination training.

The working group instituted by the Methodist Council and the Methodist Diaconal Order has completed its work in response to Notice of Motion 5 (2004) and its report is contained elsewhere in this Agenda.  The report sets out recommendations regarding actions required in order to encourage and facilitate diaconal work engaged with the missionary priorities for the Methodist Church and building various forms of community.  Wherever possible, these recommendations link into existing pieces of work or recently established initiatives.

Many deacons are engaged in a variety of Fresh Expressions alongside lay and ordained colleagues in Circuits across the Connexion.  A substantial proportion of new diaconal appointments are being established to explore creative and relevant forms of outreach and to build up the confidence and skills of lay disciples in faith sharing.  Promoting Faith and Work links is a particular aspect that many deacons are including in their role.  Convocation 2006 focused on these important themes.

Deacon Sarah Bruce has been appointed to become the new Associate Warden of the MDO for a period of five years commencing September 2006.

***RESOLUTIONS

60/1.
The Conference adopts the Report.

60/2.
The Conference resolves that the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order shall meet at The Hayes Conference Centre from Monday 12th to Wednesday 14th March 2007.
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