
52.
Designations and Appointments

A.
APPOINTMENTS FOR 2006

***RESOLUTIONS

i)
Confirming designations made at the Conference of 2005

52/1.
The Conference appoints The Revd Ermal B Kirby as Lead Chair of the London District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/2.
The Conference appoints The Revd Jennifer A Impey as Co-Chair of the London District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/3.
The Conference appoints The Revd Stuart Jordan as Co-Chair of the London District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/4.
The Conference appoints The Revd J W Wesley Blakey as District Chair for the Nottingham and Derby District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2006.

52/5.
The Conference appoints The Revd Stephen J Poxon as District Chair for the North Lancashire District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2006.

52/6.
The Conference appoints The Revd Peter Whittaker as District Chair for the West Yorkshire District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2006.

52/7.
The Conference appoints The Revd Dr David W Perry as District Chair for the Lincoln and Grimsby District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2006.

ii)
Immediate appointments

52/8.
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of The Revd Malcolm Peacock as Chair of the Isle of Man District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/9.
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of The Revd Dr Andrew Wood as Chair of the Southampton District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/10.
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of The Revd John Hellyer as Chair of the South-East District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/11.
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of The Revd Anne E Brown as Chair of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/12.
The Conference appoints Mr Kenneth Jackson as Chair of the Stationing Committee for six years from the 1st September 2006.

52/13.
The Conference appoints Mr Kenvyn Wales as Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee for six years from the 1st September 2006.

REASONED STATEMENTS

The Revd Malcolm Peacock

Malcolm Peacock has served the Methodist Church as a minister for 24 years and is an experienced superintendent. He serves his current District as Synod Secretary. He brings a World Church perspective, having served in the Caribbean. He has a keen interest in young people, having been a school governor and a Boys’ Brigade leader and having run Church Youth Fellowships. His work as a prison chaplain has shown his pastoral compassion for those in greatest need.

The Isle of Man District is preparing for a radical restructuring with a mission focus. Malcolm has demonstrated the vision, clarity of thought and facility for communication needed to lead the District through this process and into new ways of working. His commitment to fellowship and work with colleagues, ministerial and lay, ecumenical and Methodist, demonstrate his ability to lead a team. In his varied experience of ministry Malcolm has proved his ability to work sympathetically and sensitively with diversity and to bring about change.

The District believes that in Malcolm, preacher, pastor, missioner and leader, we have the Chair for the next chapter in the story of Methodism in Man, and commends The Revd Malcolm Peacock as Chair of the Isle of Man District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

The Revd Dr Andrew Wood

The Revd Dr Andrew Wood brings to the role of District Chair a variety of skills, insights and experiences to facilitate the District’s ongoing desire to renew vision and promote the work of God through worship, learning and caring, service and evangelism.  

Andrew has worked in a number of different church contexts (urban, small village and large suburban) and is currently a superintendent minister.  He is also the convenor of Interface, the connexional group engaged in addressing faith and culture issues.  His ministry has had a recurring ecumenical dimension from his initial training to the present day when he is part of the ministry team of an LEP.  He is also a member of the Mission Theology Group comprising leaders from the Church of England and Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

Andrew has a clear sense of the spiritual awareness that exists in society outside of the Church and believes that it is critically important for the Church to respond to the challenge of contemporary culture as a matter of great urgency.  

At the heart of Andrew’s ministry is a desire to free people to discover God’s gifts in themselves and in the Church.  He has already shown an ability to exercise clear leadership, to enthuse others with a shared vision, and to create spaces for people to grow.  He has a proven track record in building effective teams, making creative appointments and identifying a clear process which challenges churches to look forward.

Andrew is an excellent communicator with an ability to relate to all ages.  Lay and ordained persons alike testify to the quality of his pastoral care.  He is well regarded and respected by ministerial and lay colleagues alike.

Andrew is a clear-thinking minister, eager to help the Church to engage with the challenges of contemporary society.  He has a passion for the mission of the Church.  Both his previous and current activities indicate that his aspirations are in tune with the District’s needs and opportunities.

The Synod of the Southampton District commends The Revd Dr Andrew Wood to the Conference of 2006 for appointment as Chair of the Southampton District from the 1st September 2006.

The Revd John Hellyer

John Hellyer has been superintendent of the Birmingham (Moseley Road and Sparkhill) Circuit since 1997.  Previously he has served in the Birmingham (Elmdon) and Bradford (Great Horton) Circuits.  John has been deputy Chair of the Birmingham District, and acted as Chair of that District in 2001-02 while The Revd Dr Christina Le Moignan was President of the Conference.

John is now ready for the major challenge of leading a new District which is determined to develop its mission in imaginative ways and to devise new ways of organising its life.

John is deeply committed to working collaboratively and encourages people to search together for a vision to guide the Church’s mission, about which he is passionate.  John will bring wide experience of a pastoral ministry to the new role; he is an effective communicator; and he is committed to leading worship in imaginative ways.

The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference that The Revd John Hellyer be appointed as Chair of the South-East District for an initial period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

The Revd Anne E Brown

Anne Brown has served as Chair of the London North-West District since 2002. Previous appointments were in the Rossendale Circuit (Bolton and Rochdale District) and the Barnsley Circuit (Sheffield District), where Anne became a superintendent and secretary of the Sheffield Synod.

Anne brings a wealth of experience to the challenge of leading a new District which will need to find its cohesion and identity and is determined to envisage its mission and to organise itself in flexible and innovative ways. 

Anne invests heavily in building and developing personal relationships, encouraging ministers and lay people to develop their skills and play to their strengths. She is naturally collaborative, so that vision-forming and strategic challenges are widely owned and collectively implemented. She expertly manages her busy schedule. 

Anne will capitalise on the opportunities presented by the birth of a new District and is committed to working with ecumenical partners wherever possible to maximise the use of human and financial resources.

The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference of 2006 that The Revd Anne E Brown be appointed as Chair of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District for an initial period of six years from the 1st September 2006.

Mr Kenneth Jackson

Mr Kenneth Jackson had a career in education, culminating in the headship of The Bishops’ Church of England High School, Chester.  He is a JP.  Ken has wide experience of the Methodist Church - as a local preacher and circuit steward in the Chester Circuit, a member of the Oversight Committee of the Northern Ordination Course, a member of the Diaconal Candidates Selection Committee, and the Ministerial and Diaconal Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committees and of the Methodist Council.  Significantly for the role of Chair of the Stationing Committee, Ken has recently been the lay stationing representative for the Chester and Stoke District.  He will bring to the Stationing Committee expertise as a chair, sensitivity to the pastoral dimensions of stationing and a capacity to release and enable clear strategic vision and planning to continue in the Church’s deployment of its ministers and deacons.

The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference the appointment of Mr Kenneth Jackson as Chair of the Stationing Committee for six years from the 1st September 2006.

Mr Kenvyn Wales

Mr Kenvyn Wales is a lifelong Methodist.  Currently he is a member of Fulwood Methodist Church, Preston, in the North Lancashire District.  Ken is a junior church leader, a circuit steward, a member of the North Lancashire District officers’ group (with a Church and Society brief) and the District Policy Committee.  Ken has recently been the District’s representative on the Methodist Council.

Ken has now retired from a career in the education service, most of which was spent in Lancashire County Council.  He became Head of Pupil Services.  He has wide experience, nationally as well as locally, in partnership working and policy development, and has managed large numbers of staff and a large budget.  Ken has also been a governor for several years of a College of Further Education.

Ken integrates his faith with his day-to-day responsibilities in all spheres of his activity.  He will bring professional expertise, a lively, theologically-informed mind and immense enthusiasm for the Church and its mission to the responsibilities of Chair of the SRC.

The Methodist Council recommends to the Conference the appointment of Mr Kenvyn Wales as Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee for six years from the 1st September 2006.

B.
DESIGNATIONS FOR 2007

52/14.
The Conference designates The Revd Elizabeth A Smith as District Chair for the Leeds District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2007.

52/15.
The Conference designates The Revd Lily P Twist as District Chair for the Scotland District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2007.

52/16.
The Conference designates The Revd Dr Christopher Blake as District Chair for the Cornwall District for a further period of four years from the 1st September 2007.

52/17.
The Conference designates The Revd Lionel E Osborn as District Chair for the Newcastle upon Tyne District for a further period of three years from the 1st September 2007.

52/18.
The Conference designates The Revd Alison Tomlin as District Chair for the Oxford and Leicester District for a further period of two years from the 1st September 2007.

52/19.
The Conference designates The Revd A Ward Jones as District Chair for the Bristol District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2007.

52/20.
The Conference designates The Revd John D Walker as District Chair for the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District for a further period of one year from the 1st September 2007.

52/21.
The Conference designates The Revd Patrick Slattery as District Chair for the Cymru District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2007.

REASONED STATEMENTS

The Revd Elizabeth A Smith

Liz grew up in Cornwall and was educated at University College London, graduating in Ancient and Medieval History. Prior to offering for ordination, Liz had a variety of work experiences in the community, focused on disadvantaged people and those with special needs.

Her ministerial training was undertaken on the East Midlands Ministerial Training Course (EMMTC) and the University of Nottingham where she is completing a PhD thesis on ‘The Church as a Learning Community’.

Liz was accredited as a Local Preacher in 1980 and was ordained in 1998.

She served as a Methodist Curate in the Church of England Parish of St John and St Stephen, Grimsby. This ecumenical experience gave her valuable insight into another denomination, while confirming her Methodist vocation and identity.

Liz took up her current appointment on the Market Rasen and Caistor Circuit in 1999, becoming superintendent the following year.

Liz is involved in foundation training as a tutor on the EMMTC, and is a member of the Methodist Oversight Committee for that course.  In addition she is convener of the District’s ‘Growing in Ministry Group’ for those in their first five years of ministry, a member of the Ministerial Candidates’ Selection Committee and of the Connexional Interface (Apologetics) Group.

Liz has led many quiet days, study days and workshops in her District.

Her appointment as deputy Chair of the Lincoln and Grimsby District with responsibility for pastoral matters illustrates her pastoral concern and care of all involved in ministry, and their families.

Liz will bring to the District a collaborative style of ministry and a commitment to working ecumenically and in partnership with others.  Liz possesses a keen intellect and a grasp of contemporary issues affecting the Church and community. She is able to reflect upon them theologically and to engage others in the process.

Liz has a warm personality, a gentle sense of humour and a natural ability to relate to people of all walks of life. She has distinctive leadership skills and a refreshing and imaginative approach in ministry.

The Synod commends The Revd Elizabeth A Smith to the Conference for designation as Chair of the Leeds District for six years from the 1st September 2006.

The Revd Lily P Twist

The Revd Lily P Twist readily recognised the present position of the Methodist Church in Scotland.  After a period of re-patterning and re-positioning, the Church is now seeking to re-form. This requires ongoing support of Circuit mission plans and encouragement of personal discipleship.  Lily warmed to these opportunities.

Her background of preaching over many years and her role in the field of education both equip her for the pastoral and administrative work that will be required by the post of Chair in Scotland.  Lily holds the Circuit, District and connexional aspects of the Church in suitable regard, whilst encouraging ecumenical dialogue.

She believes that conflict can best be defused through careful listening and negotiation, and that change should happen through inspiration and encouragement rather than imposition.

Lily showed herself to be a person of deep personal faith who seeks to enable others to discover spirituality and gifts. The Scotland Synod believes that she has much to offer to the Methodist Church in Scotland.

The Synod commends The Revd Lily Twist to the Conference for designation as Chair of the Methodist Church in Scotland for a period of six years from the 1st September 2007.  

The Revd Dr Christopher Blake

The Revd Dr Christopher Blake has been Chair of the Cornwall District since September 2001.  In this time the District has been greatly blessed by his commitment and attention to the spiritual life of the District.  Chris has also been able to give a lead in the many challenges that face the Methodist Church in Cornwall at this time.  The consultation process for an extension to his appointment has followed the consultation process for the stationing of ministers.  The Chair’s Nomination Committee consulted across the District, including ecumenical consultation.  The consultation was based on the following criteria: firstly, to discern the gifts and graces required of a District Chair in developing a vision for Cornwall; and, secondly, to determine by consultation and conversation whether or not an extension of the current Chair’s appointment is appropriate.  

The Nomination Committee consulted all the District Circuits and various ecumenical partners including the Bishop of Truro, the Lord Lieutenant of the County and the Chairs of other South-West Districts. The Nomination Committee considered all responses made during the consultation process.  The response to the consultation was overwhelmingly in favour of an extension being made to the appointment.  People valued Chris’s deep personal faith and his pastoral care.  There was also a great appreciation of Chris’s preaching and teaching, both of which were encouraging to churches in their local situation.    Many spoke of Chris’s willingness to engage with the complexities and challenges of ‘being the Church’ in Cornwall.   Responses from the wider community reflected Chris’s ability to see the District’s needs in relation to wider issues of spiritual and social needs in the county.   With such overwhelming support, and his experience and insight of the District now gained, he is in an ideal position to lead us forward.

The Nomination Committee voted unanimously in favour of recommending to the Conference an extension to the Chair’s appointment for a further period of four years from September 2007.

The Revd Lionel E Osborn

The Newcastle upon Tyne District of the Methodist Church gives thanks to God for the leadership of Leo as our Chair of District.  His faith is evident and his vision and insight clear.  His pastoral care and support of all within his District is deeply appreciated.  Leo has a high profile even in the most distant Circuit.  He is totally approachable and his advice and guidance, attentiveness and care, are readily available.

There is a freshness in Leo’s preaching which opens minds to challenges and to opportunities before us.  He encourages us by demonstrating what is achievable in faith.  Increasingly we are responding to his challenge.  As he preaches throughout the District, Leo provides not only encouragement and support but brings a sense of togetherness in worship and service which is greatly valued.  This is reflected in the co-operation and sharing evident in Synod.

Leo is an excellent administrator who facilitates and advances the practical work of the District.  His sound common sense in promoting development in the District and within and between Circuits is recognised. We realise that change is vital to mission and to growth.  There is a real feeling that Leo shares the concerns of local Circuits, churches and people.  Leo is a fair and strong advocate and has the ability to mediate where difficult choices are necessary.  His support for all activities in the District is exemplified by his encouragement both of our young people and of our supernumeraries.

The Newcastle upon Tyne District believes that, through Leo, we can achieve so much more for mission and development in our District and in affirming relationships with our ecumenical partners.  The Synod recommends to the Conference that The Revd Lionel E Osborn be invited to continue as Chair of the Newcastle upon Tyne District for a further three years from the 1st September 2007.

The Revd Alison Tomlin

The Oxford and Leicester District has reason to be deeply grateful for the ministry of The Revd Alison Tomlin, who has served as our District Chair since 2001. Alison has exemplified an open and flexible style of leadership, in which a commitment to communication and collaboration has not detracted from an ability to tackle difficult issues and offer strategic guidance at a time of great change in the Connexion and the District. Alison’s close knowledge of and profound care for the Circuits and ministers of the District are widely appreciated, not only in stationing but also in other situations of need. She offers vision rooted in prayer and embodied in clear thinking. As the District prepares for reorganisation in the light of the creation of a London Regional District and faces the challenges and opportunities of substantial housing development, continuity of leadership takes on an added importance. To the overwhelming support of the Circuits for the extension of Alison’s appointment may be added the warm endorsement of our ecumenical partners, many of whom have offered particular affirmation of Alison’s work for Church unity, both locally and nationally.

The Oxford and Leicester District Synod is therefore glad to ask the Conference to extend The Revd Alison Tomlin’s appointment for a further two years from the 1st September 2007.

The Revd A Ward Jones
The Chair’s Nomination Panel undertook an extensive consultation process following the request by The Revd Ward Jones for an extension of his appointment for a further five years. The recommendation to issue the invitation was made to the DPC and was unanimously approved. The proposal was presented for approval of the Spring Synod in April 2006.

The panel recognised the variety of roles the Chair must fulfil in this large District and acknowledged the difficulty of satisfying all the individual demands made on his time. The consultations recognised Ward’s abilities as an excellent chair of meetings, dealing with business efficiently and with humour. He was acknowledged as realistic, well organised, encouraging, sensitive, supportive and approachable. The panel acknowledge the clear respect and support he has attained during his current term of appointment, along with his gifts and enthusiasm to lead the District through periods of change and development. 

The Synod of the Bristol District of the Methodist Church recommends to the Conference of 2006 that The Revd A Ward Jones be invited to continue as Chair of the Bristol District for a further five years from 1st September 2007. 

The Revd John D Walker

The Revd John D Walker came to the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District in 2001 and immediately impressed with his ability to take the strategic view.  Firstly the need was recognised for sound District administration, which has been more than fulfilled in combination with the establishment of a District Centre, which has fulfilled a very special role in drawing the District together as a meeting place for both formal meetings and training events.  Secondly, John has seen the need for Circuits to create a developmental frame of mind in order to relate to the Priorities for the Methodist Church, and this has reached a key point recently with a revised District Constitution, including a streamlining of committee structures and, hopefully, a re-energising of many aspects of our work.  It is crucial for John to see this beginning to bear fruit.

His ecumenical commitment has been forged particularly through his chairing, as Joint Chair, of the Committee preparing Conference material for the Conference vote on our Covenant with the Anglican Church.  Locally he has worked very co-operatively and successfully with a variety of Church leaders, including being appointed as an Ecumenical Canon at Chester Cathedral.  He has recently taken on responsibility for chairing the Cheshire Church Leaders Consultation.   Interfaith work is more developed in the Potteries than in Cheshire but John is seriously committed to it.

John’s personal qualities of collaborative leadership, personal spirituality, leading worship, preaching and skill in pastoral situations have been warmly welcomed across the District.  Presbyters have warmly welcomed his support and encouragement.  He has handled some difficult situations with great sensitivity, with considerable courage and at great personal cost.  Not least has been the manner in which he dealt with serious personal health issues, now happily resolved, and a mid-term house move.  His ability to analyse, think creatively and delegate are qualities which will continue to take the District forward.

During John’s period of office we have appointed a District Evangelism Enabler to complement the earlier engagement of a Training and Development Officer and these two appointments have particularly pointed the way forward as we have established a first class pattern of training for presbyters, deacons and lay people.  Experiments are being developed in new ways of being Church and John strongly supports our special District projects of Book Centre and Englesea Brook as well as being tireless in encouraging a forward view so that we make the best use of presbyteral, lay and physical resources.

The Synod agreed unanimously to recommend to the Conference that The Revd John D Walker be given a two-year extension from August 2007 to August 2009.  Subsequently he has indicated that, after careful consideration, and if invited, he would wish only to continue to 2008.

The Synod therefore recommends to the Conference that The Revd John D Walker be invited to continue as Chair of the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District for a further one year from the 1st September 2007.

The Revd Patrick Slattery

The Revd Patrick Slattery has served as the Chair of the Cymru District since 2001.

The review of Patrick’s appointment took place in the context of discussions, facilitated by Y Cyngor, on the future role of the Cymru District in the service of the Methodist Church in Wales, and in the light of developing co-operation with the North and South Wales Districts.  The Cymru District Synod is confident that Patrick has demonstrated that he is the right person to lead the District in nurturing its unique contribution to the Connexion, mediated through the Welsh language and culture, and in contributing to the developing co-operation in Wales.

The Synod affirms Patrick’s commitment to the District with its many needs, his pastoral work with ministers, lay members and ministers’ widows, his chairing of District meetings and his promotion of a helpful atmosphere in the District.

The Synod therefore recommends to the Conference of 2006 that The Revd Patrick Slattery be invited to continue as Chair of the Cymru District for a further five years from 1st September 2007.
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