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Connexional Allowances Committee

A
CONNEXIONAL ALLOWANCES REPORT


Recommendations for 2006-07

1 STIPENDS AND ALLOWANCES 2006-07


These recommendations are those of the Connexional Allowances Committee as approved by the Methodist Council and take into account the resolutions of the Stipends Review Report in the Conference of 2002.

1.1 Basic Stipend


The Conference of 2003 agreed that for 2004-05 and in future years the increase in the Retail Price Index excluding mortgage interest (RPIX), plus 50% of the amount by which the Average Earnings Index (AEI) exceeds this, is applied to stipends.


The RPIX rose from 186.4 in December 2004 to 190.2 in December 2005, an increase of 2.0%.  The Average Earnings Index rose by 3.6% from October 2004 to October 2005.  It is therefore recommended that for the year commencing 1st September 2006, the basic stipend be £17,868, an increase of 2.8%.
1.2
Additional Allowances 2006-07

As previously agreed by the 2002 Conference the following are applied:

Superintendent’s allowance
7½% of standard stipend

Synod Secretary’s allowance
5% of standard stipend

Separated Chairman’s allowance
25% of standard stipend

College Tutor’s allowance
20% of standard stipend

College Principal’s allowance
25% of standard stipend

Council/Conference-appointed

Secretary’s allowance

(Connexional Secretary)
20% of standard stipend

General Secretary/Secretary

of Conference’s allowance
30% of standard stipend

Co-ordinating Secretary’s


allowance
30% of standard stipend

President of the Conference’s
Any existing allowance or 25% of 

allowance 
standard stipend, whichever is the greater.

The above results in the following allowances for 2006-07


£

Superintendent’s allowance
1,340

Synod Secretary’s allowance
893

Separated Chairman’s allowance
4,467

College Tutor’s allowance
3,574


College Principal’s allowance
4,467
Council/Conference-appointed Secretary’s allowance


(Connexional Secretary)
3,574

General Secretary/Secretary of

Conference’s allowance 
5,360


Co-ordinating Secretary’s allowance
5,360
1.3
Relocation Allowance


Tax free allowance payable by the receiving Circuit or other connexional body to ministers and deacons upon moving station and manse


£500
1.4
Travel Allowances


The Committee recommends that the rates as prescribed by the United Kingdom Inland Revenue be adopted.  If any alternative mileage rates exceeding those allowed by the appropriate tax authority are paid locally then it is necessary for this income to be declared to the tax authority and tax relief sought.

The recommended rates are:

For Ministers/Deacons


First 10,000 miles
40.0 p per mile



Over 10,000 miles
25.0 p per mile


For Supernumeraries


The lower of the above rates
25.0 p per mile



For Lay Workers


First 10,000 miles
40.0 p per mile



Over 10,000 miles
25.0 p per mile


Motorcycles


The approved Inland Revenue rate of
24.0 p per mile

Bicycles


The approved Inland Revenue rate of
20.0 p per mile

Additional Passenger Rate


The approved Inland Revenue rate of 
5.0 p per mile


Travel Allowance during sickness


Grant payable (taxable)
£280


NB  The Inland Revenue mileage reimbursement rates are applicable from 6th April 2006. All other allowances are effective from 1st September 2006.  It is recommended that any future changes to the Inland Revenue approved rates will be implemented straightaway without formal Conference approval.

1.5
Preaching Fees and Expenses: Supernumeraries
In line with the requirements of the Conference, supernumeraries must be offered a minimum preaching fee and travel allowance.  The Committee recommends the following:

Preaching fee
£22
(increased in line with the increase in the level of standard stipend)

Travel allowance
25.0p 
per mile
***RESOLUTION

19/1.
The Conference adopts the Report. 

2 MINISTERS’ PENSION SCHEME CONTRIBUTIONS

The Committee has considered the implications of the Actuarial Review and carried out the first three-year review of the working of the Long Service Agreement and made appropriate recommendations to the Methodist Council.    The outcome of these discussions is recorded in a separate report from the Methodist Council.

3
INVALID MINISTERS’ REST FUND: CHANGE OF NAME

It is considered that the title Invalid Ministers Rest Fund is no longer appropriate as a name for the fund, and it is proposed that it be changed to the Methodist Medical Benevolent Fund.

***RESOLUTION

19/2.
The Conference approves the change of name of the IMRF to the Methodist Medical Benevolent Fund.

4
ACCOUNTS OF FUNDS

Over the last two years the Committee has paid particular attention to a review of the assets of the Connexional Allowances Funds.  A number of long-standing property issues have been resolved, resulting in a net increase of the investments of the fund of some £500,000.  The Committee wishes to record thanks to the Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society for working so closely with us to achieve this outcome.

A number of the funds which fall within the remit of the Committee have been in existence for a long time. The Committee has instituted a review of these funds with a view to updating remits and consolidating assets.

5
MEMORIAL M12   Computers for Ministry


The Conference of 2005 considered the following Memorial:

M12

The Woking and Walton-on-Thames (3/29) Circuit Meeting (Present 29.  Vote: unanimous) recognises that computers have increasingly become a necessary ‘tool for the job’ for ministry and therefore asks the Conference to ensure that Circuits provide suitable computer facilities for presbyters and deacons active in Circuit ministry.  In particular, any Circuit desiring a presbyter or deacon to possess or use any such equipment should provide him or her with the means for doing so and the appropriate training.

Reply of the 2005 Conference 

The Conference thanks the Woking and Walton-on-Thames (3/29) Circuit Meeting for sharing its concerns and notes that many Circuits have worked with their ministers and deacons to find a suitable way forward regarding the provision of computers for Circuit work.  As personal computers are now almost certainly essential for the work of a minister the Conference accepts the Memorial and instructs the Connexional Allowances Committee to bring appropriate amendments to Standing Orders to the Conference of 2006.
Report to the Conference of 2006

1.
The aim of the Conference reply in 2005 can be achieved by adding a reference to a personal computer in the schedule of minimum requirements for the furnishing of manses.

2.
It would be advisable for the Connexional Team to issue guidance on a suggested minimum specification for a suitable personal computer for use by presbyters and deacons and on the tax implications of such provision.

***RESOLUTIONS

19/3.
The Conference amends Standing Order 803(5) as follows:

(iii): Study: Desk of adequate size; personal computer with internet connection; chair; two additional chairs; foolscap filing cabinet; plenty of cupboard and drawer room; 30 yards bookshelves; telephone; carpet and underfelt; waste paper basket.

19/4.
The Conference directs the Connexional Team to issue periodic guidance to Circuits, ministers and deacons on a suggested minimum specification for a suitable personal computer with internet connection for use by presbyters and deacons and on the tax implications of such provision.

6
THE BUSINESS OF THE COMMITTEE

In addition to the specific issues covered above the following matters have been considered by the Committee during the year.

· Monitoring of Stipends and Allowances against the criteria set in the Stipend Review

· The place of the Committee within the connexional structures

· The work of the jointly constituted working party on Impairment including the allocation of a sum of money from the Auxiliary Fund to finance an awareness campaign across the Connexion

· The next steps following the report of the Working Group on Lay Workers’ Terms and Conditions

· Monthly payment of stipends

· Consideration of requests from ministers and deacons and their families for support from the funds within the control of the Committee

7
CHANGES TO THE COMMITTEE

The Committee acknowledges with gratitude the work of Dr David Hall who is due to retire as Chair of the Connexional Allowances Committee after this Conference.  His qualities of decisive leadership and an ability to engage with the issues have been a great asset to the Committee during the last six years, and the Conference wishes to express its thanks to him for all he has done.

***RESOLUTIONS

19/5.
The Conference expresses its gratitude to Dr Hall for his work as Chair of the Committee.

19/6.
The Conference welcomes Dr Roy Swanston as a new member of the Connexional Allowances Committee and notes that the Methodist Council has appointed Mr Rob Lolley as the new Chair of the Committee from September 2006.
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