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Managing Trustees of Central Hall Westminster

Introduction

The year 2005-06 has been one of thanksgiving and celebration at the Methodist Central Hall Westminster as the £6 million refurbishment scheme reached its conclusion.  After having had the building largely closed for public use from August 2004, it has been a relief and a joy to have the ministry of the church and the work of the conference centre unimpeded by the inevitable noise, dirt and hazards of a building site.  This Managing Trustees report on the refurbishment scheme, the reopening of the building and the new opportunities for growth offers much for which to be thankful.

The Refurbishment Scheme

The most recent annual reports to the Conference have referred to the planning and decision making which has led to the refurbishment scheme.  It is now possible to confirm that Health and Safety issues were given a high priority and that two new central heating boilers have been installed to replace steam-driven boilers.  Ancient water tanks have been replaced, new central heating and electrical services have been installed in the West Wing of the building, fire retention mechanisms have been put in place and several hundred doors have been adapted to meet current fire safety requirements.  An enhanced CCTV system has also helped to make the building more secure.

As visitors enter at street level they will become aware of a redesigned layout of the Entrance Hall including a welcoming reception desk and the statue of John Wesley in a prominent position, having been moved from the third floor.  The Crush Hall landing, outside the Great Hall, has been restored to its original design making for greater access for large audiences.  The oak entrance lobbies (an addition in the 1950s) have been removed and replaced within the Great Hall by plate glass entrances opening up the vista.  The rather tired and dated platform has been replaced by much more flexible oak staging with five lifts below it to raise sections of the platform to various levels.  The communion area has been enlarged in order to facilitate larger congregations and the communion table in memory of The Revd Dr WE Sangster has been restored.  A new A.V.A. system provides state of the art reception for preaching services and all other uses in the Great Hall.

In order to comply as far as possible with the Disability Discrimination Act (2004) the decision was taken to install two passenger lifts at the front of the building, to operate in a lift shaft space provided by the removal of a staircase.  It was a vast undertaking which involved a corner of the building being encased in scaffolding for many months.  The outcome is a spectacular improvement to facilities and provides ready access and ease of transport to all floors of the building.

Reopening:  H.M. The Queen’s Visit

In June 2005 when, other than the lift shaft, much of the work was nearing completion, in was a particular honour to welcome H.M. The Queen to the Central Hall Westminster to attend the Royal British Legion Concert of Reconciliation to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II.  It was the first time the Great Hall had been in use since its refurbishment and it was a 

magnificent setting for a great occasion with a large symphony orchestra on stage and massed choirs in the balcony.  Of special note for the Methodist Church on this night was the unveiling by The Queen of the Samuel Manning statue of John Wesley in its new position at the foot of the staircase in the Entrance Hall.

Reopening:  A Weekend of Celebration
The official reopening, held over the weekend of October 29th/30th October 2005, began with ‘Open House’ on the Saturday at which many visitors took advantage of conducted tours of the building, and attended a Saturday afternoon service in the Great Hall at which the Vice-President of the Conference, Mr John Bell, and Chair of the London South-West District, The Revd John Swarbrick, participated and the preacher was The Revd Dr Malcolm White.  A classical music soirée, arranged by the Directors of Music, Mr Alistair Lilley and Mr Mark Stringer, concluded the afternoon programme.  An historic event during the day was the naming and dedication of refurbished rooms in the building to honour distinguished servants of the church from its inception in 1912.  There were the familiar names of former superintendent ministers - Dinsdale Young (1914-37), Maurice Barnett (1964-80) and John Tudor (1981-95); the name of George Thomas – Vice-President of the Methodist Conference (1960) and former Trustee, and Robert Perks who in the 1890s was the inspiration for Wesleyan Methodism to purchase the site and set up a design competition for the building.  These rooms, and others dedicated on previous occasions, are a fitting reminder of the ongoing life of the Central Hall Westminster and the vision of previous generations.

Sunday, 30th October was a memorable day for the hundreds of people who gathered for morning worship to give thanks for all that had been possible in the programme of refurbishment.  Great organ music, magnificent anthems by the Central Hall Choir and hymns of praise and commitment helped set the context for sermons by the Chair of the Managing Trustees, The Revd Martin Broadbent and the Superintendent Minister, The Revd Martin Turner.  The congregation was reminded of challenges which had been faced in the twentieth century to build, sustain and develop the work of a great central hall in Westminster.  They were encouraged to seek in today’s world ways of mission and outreach to a largely secular, materialistic society in the 21st century.

A distinguished list of Church leaders and local dignitaries, including the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Tim Joiner and the Sub-Dean of Westminster Abbey, Canon Robert Wright, addressed the invited guests at Sunday lunch.  The General Secretary of the Methodist Church, The Revd David Deeks, brought greetings from the Connexion and the timely, thought-provoking words of “To whom much has been given, much is expected”.  The Managing Trustees who hosted the lunch were delighted that it was such a representative occasion including the architects, surveyors and other professionals, the building contractors, the Church Council, Methodists from London Districts and beyond, and the Conference Centre team.  Also present were representatives of the firm who won the original design competition in the early 1900s, Lanchester and Rickards, and they kindly presented two framed drawings of sections of the building.

Ministry of the Church and Outreach to the Community

Despite the general upheaval of refurbishment, the church has been able to continue all its services and activities.  Most encouragingly there has been a growth in church membership and visitor numbers have been sustained.  

The Church Ministerial Team, under the leadership of The Revd Martin Turner, has been working in a number of areas of special expertise.  The Revd Dr Malcolm White exercises a ministry of prayer and healing, including an annual healing conference.  The Revd Tony Miles has an emphasis on contemporary technology in work and worship, whilst also holding a half-time ecumenical appointment as media chaplain in commercial radio.  Mr Jonathan Green joined the team in September 2005 as Young Adult Pastor to students and others in the 20 to 40 years age group.  Sister Jane Middleton continues to undertake pastoral responsibility with an outstanding level of care.  In May 2005 The Revd Linda Rettenmayer returned to the USA after a three year ministry at Central Hall. During the spring 2006, The Revd Martin Turner has a sabbatical looking at management and welcoming structures of town and city-centre churches.

The Managing Trustees have supported the church in its wish to make available, on an occasional basis, parts of the building for charitable use.  There is much collaboration with the Roman Catholic Church in housing the St Vincent’s Family Project on two days per week.  A group of small rooms, currently being adapted to provide a more permanent ‘home’ for the project, will provide a secure base for disadvantaged parents and their young children.  A range of charitable organisations is enabled to hold meetings in the Chapel or other rooms, for instance the Metropolitan Police Christian Union, Christians in Politics and The Passage (Homeless Organisation).  One Sunday afternoon each month the Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship holds a service and reception at Central Hall.

The Conference Centre

The Conference Centre Team, under the leadership of the General Manager, Mr Michael Sharp, has geared itself to the reopening of all its facilities.  The closure of the building made for a break in service, but the high quality of customer care augurs well for the future.

On the 3rd and 4th floors, in addition to the ministerial offices for church use, there is a notable body of permanent lettings to charity-based organisations.  Christian Aid has its London District Offices there, so too World Vision.  The Christian Socialist Movement and the London Churches’ Group for Social Action also have office accommodation.  The London Committee offices have remained and the new London District prepares to have a base at Central Hall.  Since reopening, a number of conferences/seminars have taken place including those generated by government departments, commercial enterprises such as banks and business concerns, educational groups and pressure groups.  An exhibition “Resisting Tyranny- celebrating Dietrich Bonhoeffer” was held for three weeks and organised jointly with Colloquy assisted by Amnesty International.

This being the 60th anniversary year of the founding of the United Nations, the Central Hall was honoured in January to host a lecture by Kofi Annan, the United Nations Secretary–General on the subject of the renewal of the United Nations.  As the Foreign Secretary commented, it was the most appropriate venue as the first General Assembly of the UN was held at the Central Hall Westminster in January/February 1946.  This lecture was followed in February by the ‘The One People Oration’ given by Mr Tony Colman, the President of the UN, London, on the subject “UN 60+: will it ever make Poverty History for the ‘One People of the World’?”  The One People Oration is held annually at Westminster Abbey but this year the Dean and Chapter kindly asked Central Hall to host the event to mark the UN anniversary.

As a result of all the events many thousands of people enter the Central Hall building each year.  The Conference Centre employs a Visitor Co-ordinator and Assistant Visitor host to ensure a friendly welcome and time to spend with visitors on conducted tours.  Volunteer hosts from the London Districts also make a valuable contribution to this work.  This year a new booklet has been produced to illustrate the history and ministry of the Central Hall.

Conclusion

The Managing Trustees acknowledge with gratitude the huge amount of work and level of commitment which has been exerted in bringing to fruition an ambitious scheme of refurbishment.  Thanks are due to many but they would particularly want to note that in August 2006 The Revd Martin Broadbent (Chair) and Mr Michael Brignall (Treasurer) will be relinquishing office after thirteen years and eleven years respectively.  It is the wish of the Trustees to place on record their thanks for such outstanding service to the Methodist Central Hall Westminster over many years and, in particular, during the time of refurbishment.

***RESOLUTIONS

17/1.
The Conference adopts the Report.

17/2.
The Conference places on record its thanks to The Revd Martin Broadbent and Mr Michael Brignall for their services to the Managing Trustees.

17/3.
The Conference appoints the following Managing Trustees of the Conference Property at Central Hall Westminster:

†The Revd Jenny Impey (Chair of the Managing Trustees and Convenor – ex officio), The Revd Martin H Turner (Superintendent, London Mission (Westminster) - ex officio),  *Mr Jacob Baiden, †Ms Ruby Beech, The Revd Stuart Bell, ¥Mr Michael Brignall, *Mrs Joan Broadhurst, The Revd Dr Stuart Burgess, Mr David Chelmick, ¥Mr Alan Clarke, Mr Dudley Coates, Ms Angela Cobbina, Mr Ian Hulme, †The Revd Dr Howard Mellor, Ms Sarah Middleton, Mr Alan Poole, †Mr Richard Reeves, Judge Peter R Rogers, Mr Neville Walton, *The Revd Dr Malcolm White, *Miss Sarah Willison, ¥Miss Christine M Wykes, Mr Henry Yentumi

*
Indicates the people nominated by the London Mission (Westminster) Circuit Meeting

¥
Indicates Trustees who have served for six years or more

†
Indicates new Trustees

Reasoned Statements

Mr Michael Brignall (1995):
Management Consultant. Needs to offer support to the new treasurer.

Mr Alan Clarke (1998) DipEE, C.Eng, MIEE, MCIBSE, MSLL: 


Professional skills.

Miss Christine Wykes (1999) MA:
Secretary since 1999. Needs to remain in post to sustain continuity in support of the new Chair.

New Trustees – Supporting Statements

Ms Ruby Beech: 
Deputy Serjeant at Arms, the Palace of Westminster. Formerly Co-ordinating Secretary, the Methodist Church.

The Revd Jenny Impey MA, BSc:
ex-officio as a Chair of the London District from 1st September 2006.

The Revd Dr Howard Mellor MA, BD:
Superintendent Minister, The United Church, Winchester.  Formerly Principal of Cliff College.

Mr Richard Reeves:
Recently retired as Company Secretary of CORUS; Chartered Accountant; Vice Chair of Central Finance Board; Treasurer of Southend and Leigh Circuit.
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