
April 2025 

 

Welcome to this Month's edition of Property Matters 

For the latest property guidance, please refer to the Property pages. 

Meet the  Property Support Team 

 

Reminder 

LABC Meeting - 29 April 2025 

 

Meet the Team Profile Series  

Meet our Property Resources Officer - Daniel Hekel  

 

1. Can you share a bit about your 

background? 

My background is in international relief and 

development. I worked overseas in the Middle  

East and Africa for six years before relocating  

to London. I worked overseas for Tearfund and 

Samaritan’s Purse who are two Christian 

charities. When I moved to the UK, I continued to 

work in this sector, advising international water 

and sanitation projects in local communities 

around the world. 

 

 

2. When did you join the Team? What is your role within the Connexional 

Team and what are you most excited about in your role? 

I started my role last September as the Property Resources Officer. I’m most 

excited about supporting local churches and circuits with the tools that can help 

them take care of their church buildings. I am also passionate about history so it’s 

wonderful to learn about the heritage of Methodist Churches and how they 
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continue to support their communities and care for the poor and for people who are 

disadvantaged. I also am very excited about learning and being able to share that 

throughout the District Property Officer network so that we can better serve local 

churches and circuits on their property issues. 

 

3. What’s the most unusual job/most interesting project you’ve ever worked 

on? 

In my most recent role before joining the Methodist Church, I would often help with 

disaster responses and would deploy with the humanitarian teams. I worked at an 

Ebola Treatment Centre in the Democratic Republic of Congo to make sure 

medical staff would be able to take care of patients in a safe way. This included 

helping manage the infection prevention and control within the medical facility. It 

was a very humbling time when I learned to rely more on God’s strength and love. I 

also really enjoyed working with my Congolese team mates who taught me a great 

deal. 

 

4. If you could have any superpower what would it be and why? 

Encouragement is a superpower! I would love to be able to positively influence and 

support other people to shape their lives in an affirming way. Also, when I was a 

boy one of my favourite films was Star Wars and I admit it still is a film I really 

enjoy watching. So I’d definitely have to say being able to use the Force would be 

pretty cool! 

 

5. What’s your most favourite way to unwind after a busy day at work? 

At the end of the day, I enjoy reading a good book and listening to classical music. 

My family has an allotment and it is a lot of fun to grow produce with my two boys 

who are 5 and 7. I’m happy to say we’ve planted some onions and potatoes 

already and have collected a small amount of rhubarb. 

 

Click here to contact Daniel. 

 

Alternatively if you have any property related questions for the Property Support 

Team please click here to submit your enquiry and a member of the team will be in 

touch. 
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District Property Secretary In-Person 
Gathering  

The Property Support team welcomed the District 

Property Secretary network to its first in-person 

gathering since October 2023, held in the 

Aldersgate Room at Methodist Church House in 

Tavistock Place, London.   

 

Click here to read a short reflection of the event  

by the Director of Property Support. 

 

 

 

 

  Action For Hope 
Corner 

 

 

  

Welcome to a new section of Property Matters, where we’ll share news, resources 

and events linked to Action for Hope and our commitment to care for creation. 

There are two events coming up, which churches could get involved with. 

First is Earth Day on 22 April, with Our Power 

Our Planet as 2025’s theme. We’re encouraged 

to take action and unite behind renewable 

energy, through educating, advocating, 

mobilising and making our own pledges for 

action. You can read more here, and resources 

for faith communities 

are expected to be added soon. 

 

 

 

From Saturday 7 June to Sunday 15 

June, Caring for God’s Acre are running Love 

your 

Burial Ground Week and Churches Count on 

Nature, which is a joint initiative with A Rocha 
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UK, the Church of England and the Church in 

Wales. 

Last year over 400 events and activities took place across the UK, from history 

talks to bioblitzes and photography competitions. You can find out more 

here and register your events here, once registration goes live. 

Finally, a reminder that the Net Zero Survey is still live and is a chance to let Anna 

know what resources would be helpful, any concerns you have or share stories of 

net zero work you’ve done. As resources are developed, they will be shared 

here on the Methodist Church website, where you can now find information 

on Fundraising for Net Zero Projects. 

 

 
Some Inspiration from Stratford upon Avon  

The Journey to Gold - 10  Years On 

Stratford upon Avon Methodist Church  

was the first Methodist Church to receive  

a Gold Eco-Church Award. 

 

Ten years on from the redevelopment that 

helped them receive this award, we are 

pleased to share a short reflection on their  

Eco journey so far and some of the lessons 

they've learnt along the way. 

Click here to read the article 

 

 

 

We want to share your Inspiration Story? 

Do you have an Inspiration Story to share, please get in touch  – no project is too 

big or small. Sharing your project experience will help encourage other churches 

who are thinking of embarking on a similar journey.  

Please click here to access the questionnaire that will help you write your story.  
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Have You Registered? 

Wholehearted Monthly 

The main conversation continues next 

month with our Special Guest Chine 

McDonald, writer, broadcaster, 

author and Director of Theos, the 

Religion and Society Think Tank. 

 

Join the Property Team after the main 

session in our breakout space: 

 

 

A Space(ious) Place for an open conversation on the topic -  A place to gather - 

working with(in) the community (Creating Community Hubs). 

 

Date: Tuesday 13th May 2025 

Time: 7pm – 9pm 

Venue: Online 

Click here to register your attendance (spaces fill up fast so register now) 

 

 
Important Reminders, Resources. Seminars & 
Updates  

Martyn’s Law – A detailed explanation  

of the Terrorism (Protection of 

Premises) Act 2025 

Having received Royal Assent on 3rd 

April 2025, CST is hosting an online 

seminar where they will look at, and 

explain, this new law and the implications 

for ‘qualifying premises’ (including Places 

of Worship) and ‘qualifying events’. 

 

 

Date: Thursday, 10th April 2025 

Time: 2pm 

Venue: Online (Zoom) 

Please click here for more information and to register your attendance. 
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Feasibility Funding Update 

The Feasibility Funding grant has a  

new application process and form. 

The Connexional Property Support Team 

continues to support Methodist Churches 

and Circuits with feasibility funding for 

the exploratory stages of a property 

development. 

 

Click here to read more and to access 

the application form. 

 

 

 

Planning Easter Events 

Easter events may bring larger 

congregations to your church so 

it’s worth reassessing the risks. 

 

 

Give your events the best chance of running safely and smoothly. 

Click here to access the Events Health & Safety Toolkit 

 

The 2025 Annual Data Protection Checklist 

Just a gentle reminder that the 2025 Annual  

Data Protection Checklist needs to be  

submitted to the Districts by the 31st of May 

2025. 

 

Click here to read the complete notification and 

to access the step-by-step guidance note on how 

to complete the checklist. 
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Training Opportunities  

Maintaining Scottish Churches - Pettinain 

(Lanark) 

Caring for a historic building can feel like a 

never-ending task, but thankfully there are 

some simple steps you can take to keep your 

building in good condition and reduce the 

likelihood of large repair projects further down 

the line. 

 

 

In this free introductory one-day course, we’ll explore how your historic faith 

building works and the practical steps you can take to look after it. 

 

Date: Monday, 28th April 2025 

Time: 10am – 4pm 

Venue: Pettinain Village Hall, Village Square, Lanark, ML11 8SS 

For course information, programme and registration details, click here 

 

The Circuit Stewards' Monthly Community 

of Practice 

The Practice sessions will explore many of the 

practical, missional aspects of Circuit 

Stewarding including: property, finance, 

mission planning, climate care, trusteeship 

and governance, leadership and 

management, EDI/JD... and more! 

 

 

Next Session Date: Wednesday, 30th April 2025 

Topic of Discussion: Justice and Building 

Venue: Online 

Click here for more details and to register your attendance 
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Understanding Your Old Building 

Join SPAB for an introduction to the care and 

maintenance of period properties, ideal for 

homeowners and tenants of old buildings. 

It introduces the SPAB conservation approach 

and offers guidance on how best to tackle 

common problems and maintain the character 

and value of your home. 

 

 

If you live in or look after a period property, or are a professional who needs to 

brief their clients on understanding their old building, this course is ideal for you. 

 

Date: Saturday, 10th May 2025 

Time: 12.30pm – 2pm 

Venue: Online 

Click here for more detailed information about the course and how to register . 

Access to pre-recorded presentations from 3 April to 31 May 2025 

 

Equipping for Equality 

Sharon Nugent and Stuart Watkin from 

the Learning Network team will be running an 

introductory level development session about the 

importance of Cultural intelligence in the Church. 

If you are passionate about Justice, Dignity and 

Solidarity then this session is for you. 

 

 

Date: Thursday 15th May 2025 

Time: 7pm – 9pm 

Venue: Online (Zoom) 

For information and to register your attendance, click here 

 

Listed Building Advisory Committee (LBAC) 

Meeting Dates:  

 15 July 2025 - Deadline for paper is 24 June 2025 

 14 October 2025 - Deadline for paper is 23rd September 2025 

 20 January 2026 - Deadline for paper is 20th January 2026 
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Property Matters is a monthly newsletter focused on giving updates on 

property related guidance and legal updates as well as providing information 

and links to related subjects.  To view the most current content, please refer 

to the Property pages on the Methodist Church website.   

We cannot know about everything that’s going on, so please do email us if 

you have any feedback or ideas for items to include. 

Methodist Church House, 25 Tavistock Place Road, London, WC1H 9SF 020 7486 5502 
methodist.org.uk 
Registered Charity no. 1132208 

Unsubscribe 

Subscribe to other newsletters 

Change your details 

Click here for a PDF version 
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